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QMC Plans To Ask for Walsh-Healey Exemption for Canners 


Subtilin Preservation of Food 


regulatory authority. 


“The Bureau of Agricultural and 
Industrial Chemistry, U. S. Depart- 
ment of Agriculture, has done con- 
siderable work on subtilin at its 
Western Regional Research Labo- 
ratory in Albany, Calif., and on 
December 29, 1949, released a re- 
port suggesting the use of subtilin 
supplemented by mild heat for pre- 
serving foods. Since this release 
their work has been given wide pub- 
licity and a number of food proc- 
essors have expressed great inter- 
est in the subtilin mild heat method 
for preserving food. 

“Following the December 29 re- 
lease, the National Canners Asso- 
ciation Laboratories undertook a 
study of the effect of subtilin sup- 
plemented by mild heat on food 
spoilage organisms, including Clos- 
tridium botulinum, Test packs of 
a variety of vegetable products, to 
which subtilin had been added in 
the amounts used in the tests at 
the Western Regional Laboratory, 
were inoculated with suitable spoil- 
age organisms and heated for the 
recommended time. The results 


California Cannery Board Warns 
Against Present Use 


INFORMATION LETTERS of January 7 and May 27 of this year 
have reported releases by the U. S. Department of Agriculture con- 
cerning developments on the experimental use of the antibiotic, sub- 
tilin, in the field of food preservation. Accompanying publication of 
these releases was editorial comment from the Research Laboratories 
based, in part, on N.C.A. investigation. 

The release issued under the direction of the California Cannery 
Board, which follows, has been sent in letter form to all canners of 
products that are packed under state inspection in California. It 
is the first official statement on this subject to come from a food 


“Preservation of Foods with Subtilin 


showed marked variations in the 
initial sensitivity of different spoil- 
age organisms to varying concen- 
trations of subtilin, but after incu- 
bation the majority of the organ- 
isms had grown and spoiled the 
food. 

“At the Cannery Board meeting 
on June 21, 1950, Dr. K. F. Meyer 
called attention to the serious 
health hazard involved in the use 
of this method for the preservation 
of low acid foods. The Board di- 
rected the Department to advise 
California canners that, based upon 
the experimental findings to date, 
no early application of this method 
of preservation can be expected, 
particularly for products packed 
under state cannery inspection. 
The investigations are being con- 
tinued to determine under what 
conditions, if any, subtilin might 
be made destructive against food 
spoilage organisms, including Cl. 
botulinum. Until this information 
has been developed, no canner 
should use subtilin for preserving 
low acid products.” 


N. C. A. Assists in Preparing 
Request to Labor Department 

The Office of the Quartermas- 
ter General this week solicited 
the assistance of the N.C.A. in 
the preparation of a formal re- 
quest to the Secretary of Labor 
for an exemption for canners 
from certain requirements of the 
Walsh-Healey Public 
Act. 

The N. C. A., 
through its — Com- 
mittee, has supplied to the Quar- 
termaster General a statement 
of the industry's views on the 
need for such an exemption. 

The QMC decision to seek a 
Walsh-Healey exemption follows 
only two weeks after an N.C.A. 
delegation headed by President 
Henry P. Taylor had called at 
QMC headquarters and urged 
that steps be taken to obtain the 
exemption. 


Defense Production Bill 
Contains Canning Safeguards 


The two provisions that would safe- 
guard the interests of the canning in- 
dustry against improper administra- 
tion of a price control program are 
contained in the conference report on 
the “Defense Production Bill,” H. R. 
9176, which was passed by the House 
and Senate Friday. 


The two provisions would (1) as- 
sure a “generally fair and equitable 
margin” for processing, and (2) pro- 
tect business in the use of trade prac- 
tices, trade names, and processes of 
manufacture. Both provisions are 
quoted in full in the INFORMATION 
Letrer of August 19, page 255. 

An analysis of the bill is being 
prepared, 


— ͤꝓF 


SUPPLIES 


Domestic Sugar Quota Raised 
By USDA to 8,700,000 Tons 


A further increase of 850,000 short 
tons, raw value, in the supply of sugar 
that will be available in the conti- 
nental United States under 1950 sugar 
quotas was announced August 29 by 
the U. S. Department of Agriculture. 
With this increase, the 1950 quota is 
established at 8,700,000 tons, raw 
value. 

This action follows an increase of 
350,000 tons announced about a month 
ago (see INFORMATION Lxrrrn of July 
22, page 236). The action was taken, 
USDA said, because of the high dis- 
tribution of sugar in recent weeks. 


Distribution of sugar in 1949 to- 
taled 7,580,000 tons. The 1950 sup- 
ply now exceeds this figure by over 
1,100,000 tons, USDA said. The 
largest quantity ever distributed was 
8,070,000 tons in 1941. 

The Department of Commerce an- 
nounces that, effective September 1, 
sugar is being placed on the export 
control “Positive List” and will re- 
quire validated export licenses for ex- 
port to all destinations except Canada. 


PROCUREMENT 


Revised QMC Requirements 


The N.C.A. has obtained further re- 
vised estimates of canned apples and 
applesauce to be procured by the 
Quartermaster Corps from the 1950 
pack. A total of 24,500,000 pounds 
of canned apples and 12,125,000 
pounds of canned applesauce now are 
scheduled to be purchased. It is pos- 
sible, depending on Navy demands, 
that the applesauce requirement will 
be increased further. 


Army Obtains Mexican Beef 


Ten million pounds of canned Mexi- 
can beef and gravy have been trans- 
ferred from the Commodity Credit 
Corporation, USDA, to the Quarter- 
master Corps, the Department of the 
Army has announced. 

“The beef will be used for the feed- 
ing of troops overseas. The meat is 
urgently needed to meet immediate re- 
quirements of troops in the Far East,“ 
according to the announcement. 


information Letter 


Invitations for Bids 


Canners desiring to receive invitations for 
bids may get on the mailing list to receive 
them by writing the following purchasing 
offices and listing the products on which they 
desire to bid: 


West Fereh Oak. 
0 est Pershing Road — III. 
land Army Hase akland 14, 

Veterans — — Divi- 
sion, Veterans Administration, Wash. 26, D. C. 


Purchase Division, Federal Suppl: 28 
General Services Administration, ath 
„ 8. W., Washington 26 


The ‘Walsh-Healey Public Act will 
apply to all operations performed after the 
date of notice of award if the total value of 
@ contract is $10,000 or over. 

The GMO has invited cealed bide to furnish 
the following 


282 — & and 2%'s. 


Bids due 1 Seite (QM 


* tities in 10's. Bids due in 
by Sept. 14 (QM-11-009-51-800). 
Gasen and Wax of 10's 
and 2's. Bids due in Chicago by Sept. 15 
and -307). 
ios—quantities in 10˙ and 2%'s. Bids due 
“Oakland by Sept. 15 (QM 51-50, -51, 


ag uantities in 10 and 2%'s. Bids 
due in Oakland by Sept. 18 (QM-04-493-51-43, 
46, 46). 

Cannota—quantitie: in 10% and 2's. Bids 
due in Chicago by Sept. 19 (QM-11-009-61- 


169 and -300). 
Baets—quantities in 10's. Bids due in Chi- 
cago by Oct. 2 (QM-11-009-51-801). 


Tomato Jutce—quantitie: in No. 2 cans. 


Bids due in Chicago by Sept. 11 (QM-11- 
009-51-433). 
TomMaToms—quantitie:s of No, 10, No. 2% 


and No. 2 cans. Bids due in Chicago by Sept. 
15 (QM-11-009-51-382, -383, -384, -386). 


Tomato Purse—quantitie: in No. 10 cans. 


Bids due in Chicago by Sept. 18 (QM-11- 
009-51-380). 
TUNA—quantities of No. 1 and No. % cans. 


Bids due in Oakland by Sept. 20 (QM-04- 
4093-51-62, -63). 


SaALMon—quantities in No, Bids 
due in Oakland by Sept. 21. de- 


The Veterans Administration invited 
sealed bids to furnish the following: 


Hominy—quantities in 10's. 
Sept. 12 (8-57). 


Fauits ror SALApD-—quantities of water-pack 
in 2's and of Choice grade in 10's. Bids due 
by Sept, 13 (8-59). 


Coun—quantities in 10's. 
14 (8-60). 


Mixeo in 10's, Bids 
due by Sept. 14 (8-61). 


Pens quantities of water-pack in z and 
of Choice grade in 10's. Bids due by Sept. 
18 (8-62). 

AsPanacus—quantities in No. 10 cans. Bids 
due by Sept. 18 (8-68). 

Arnicors—quantities of water-pack in No. 2 
cans and of Grade halves in No. 10 cans. 
Bids due by Sept. 20 (8-66). 

Boyvsensennine—quantities in No, 10 cans, 
Bids due by Sept. 21 (8-67). 

Biv titi of water-pack in 
10's. Bids due by Sept. 19 (8-80). 

APPLes AND of sliced 
apples in 10% and of applesauce in 10's. Bids 
be by Sept. 19 (8-68). 

WERTPOTATORS—-quantitie: in 2%'s. Bids 
wwe by Sept. 20 (8-64). 
tities in 307 x 510 cana. 
Bits due by Sept. 21 (8-65). 


— due by 


Bids due by Sept. 


STANDARDS 


State Fruit Juice Standards 


Initial replies to the National Can- 
ners Association request for comments 
by canners on the proposed standards 
for fruit juices and non-carbonated 
fruit beverages to be adopted by the 
food and drug departments of the 
states of Connecticut, Maine, Massa- 
chusetts and New Hampshire (see IN- 
FORMATION LETTER of August 12, page 
52) have indicated that in many re- 
spects the proposed standards require 
revision. Consequently, the National 
Canners Association on August 28 
filed a formal request for an extension 
of time in which to file briefs in oppo- 
sition to specific provisions of the pro- 
posed standards. The request for an 
extension of time emphasized the im- 
portance of the proposed standards 
to the canning industry and the need 
for more time in which to study the 
proposals and to consider the points 
on which exception should be taken. 

The N.C.A. on August 31 filed a 
preliminary memorandum calling the 
attention of the food and drug officials 
of the participating states to many 
features of the proposed standards 
which were found to be particularly 
unsuited to the needs of the canning 
industry. If the extension of time 
for filing exceptions is granted, an ad- 
ditional and more detailed statement 
of the industry’s position will be filed. 


Grades for Frozen Juices 


U. S. standards for grades of frozen 
concentrated orange juice have been 
revised by the Production and Market- 
ing Administration, USDA. The 
standards were published in the Fed- 
eral Register of August 23 and will be- 
come effective 30 days following pub- 
lication. 


Standards for Cheese Products 


Amended definitions and standards 
of identity for cheeses, processed 
cheeses, cheese foods, cheese spreads, 
and related foods were announced 
August 24 by the Federal Security 
Administrator. 

Amended definitions and standards 
of identity which the FSA proposes 
to issue for cream cheese and similar 
products also were published in the 
Federal Register of August 24. 

Certain canned foods are named in 
the standards as ingredients of some 
of these products. 
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September 2, 1950 


PERSONNEL 


Happer Payne Becomes Alumni 
Secretary at Wabash College 


Happer Payne, Director of the 
N. C. A. Labeling Division since 1941, 
has been appointed national alumni 
secretary of his alma mater, Wabash 
College, at Crawfordsville, Ind. Mr. 
Payne assumed his duties there on 
September 1. His services have been 
sought for some time by President 
Frank H. Sparks of Wabash and 
other prominent alumni of that insti- 
tution in recognition of Mr. Payne’s 
promotional and organizational skill. 

Born in Illinois, Mr, Payne went 
first into high school teaching, after 
his graduation from Wabash. Later 
he spent five years with Henry Holt 
and Company, publishers of school and 
college textbooks. That experience 
imparted a knowledge and understand- 
ing of educational problems that was 
brought into play in later positions 
he held, including the direction of the 
labeling work at N. C. A. 


Several years with magazine pub- 
lishers paved the way for a 16-year 
connection with Good Housekeeping 
magazine, during the last 10 years 
of which he was director of research 
and promotion. In this period Mr. 
Payne initiated, organized and super- 
vised many consumer-research proj- 
ects including numerous merchandis- 
ing studies in the retail grocery field. 
Many of his grocery store sales and 
promotion programs were widely ac- 
cepted, outstanding among them an 
extensive program of preparing and 
distributing product information for 
the education and training of depart- 
ment store sales clerks. 


Mr. Payne, in his work for the Asso- 
ciation, supervised the assembling and 
organization of the data for canned 
foods labeling terminology which was 
incorporated in the N.C.A. Label- 
ing Manual. He carried on a success- 
ful and extensive promotion of the 
acceptance of the Association’s label- 
ing program by distributor organiza- 
tions and other elements of the in- 
dustry and public. This work brought 
him before many trade groups as a 
speaker and he became well known 
throughout the industry. The N.C.A. 
Labeling Committee’s motion picture, 
“Better Labels,” was produced under 
his direct supervision, and because of 
his wide acquaintance in magazine 
publication circles Mr. Payne was 
asked for and rendered considerable 
assistance to editors, writers and 
others in the preparation of articles 


not only on labeling but on other sub- 
jects dealing with canned foods and 
the canning industry generally. 


Pacific Coast Oyster Growers 


Officers of the Pacific Coast Oyster 
Growers Association elected at the 
association’s meeting are: 


President—Dr. C. R. Elsey, British 
Columbia Packers, Ltd., Vancouver, 
B. C.; vice president—W. Arnold 
Waring, Haines Oyster Co., Seattle, 
Wash.; and secretary - treasurer— 
Charles R. Pollock, Seattle, Wash. 


H. P. Cannon Advances Fortey 


At the last board of directors meet- 
ing of H. P. Cannon & Son, Inc., 
Bridgeville, Del., Harry W. Fortey 
was appointed vice president in charge 
of sales, it is announced by H. P. Can- 
non, II, president. Mr. Fortey has 
been sales manager for the past two 
years. 


CONGRESS 


New Renegotiation Bill 
Exempts Raw Product Costs 


Many changes recommended by gov- 
ernment departments and agencies in 
their testimony on the Vinson rene- 
gotiation bill, H. R. 9246, have been 
incorporated in a revised version, 
H. R. 9654, introduced on August 28 
by Representative Vinson (Ga.). 


In general, H. R. 9654 follows the 
provisions of H. R. 9246, the earlier 
renegotiation bill which would restore 
renegotiation of government contracts 
to a wartime basis (see INFORMATION 
Letrer of August 5, page 246). In 
addition, however, it provides for in- 
terest at 4 percent on all renegotiated 
profits refunded to the government 
and would eliminate the retroactive 
provisions contained in H. R. 9246. 
The new bill subjects to renegotiation 
only those contract amounts received 
or accrued by a contractor or subcon- 
tractor on or after the first day of the 
first month following the enactment 
of the bill, whereas H. R. 9246 sub- 
jected to renegotiation all amounts 
received or accrued during the fiscal 
year in which the Act became effec- 
tive. 

Of prineipal interest to canners is 
the inelusion in H. R. 9564 of the 
mandatory exemption for all con- 
tracts and subcontracts for the pur- 


Former N.C.A. Headquarters 
Building Sold 


The Association property at 
1739 H Street, N. W., the former 
headquarters site, was sold Au- 
- 31 to the Burroughs Add- 

Machine Company, for the 
sum of $160,000. The sale was 
consummated with approval of 
members of the Eastern Build- 
ing Subcommittee under au- 
early 1—1 by action of the 

rd of Directors. 


chase of agricultural commodities in 
their raw or natural state, together 
with a directive to the Renegotiation 
Board to prescribe regulations which 
will provide to processors of agricul- 
tural commodities who grow their own 
produce a cost allowance substantially 
equivalent to the amount which would 
have been realized by such processors 
if they had sold their produce in its 
raw or natural state. The exemption 
for agricultural commodities and the 
cost allowance to canner-growers, 
which will have the effect of elimi- 
nating from renegotiable profits that 
portion of the canner-grower’s profits 
attributable to the growing phase of 
his operations, were provided for in 
the 1943 Renegotiation Act. H. R. 
9246, however, contained no such pro- 
visions. 


USDA Reorganization 


H. R. 8850, providing for one addi- 
tional Assistant Secretary of Agricul- 
ture, was passed by the House on Au- 
gust 23 and sent to the Senate. 


The bill originally would have cre- 
ated two additional offices of As- 
sistant Secretary and also an Admin- 
istrative Assistant Secretary (see 
INFORMATION LeTrTer of July 29, page 
242). The bill was amended on the 
House floor. 


Work on West Coast Lab 
Progressing Satisfactorily 


Work on the construction of the 
N.C.A.’s new Western Branch Labora- 
tory building is progressing according 
to schedule. 


The first phase of construction, the 
driving of piling, was completed Au- 
gust 23. All of the 115 piles have been 
filled with concrete, and work has 
started on pouring concrete in the pile 
caps and making building forms for 
pouring the ground floor. 


information Letter 


LABOR 


Army Outlines Delay Procedures for National Guard 
And Organized Reserves 


The policy statement on occupational defer- 
ment of Reserves and the National Guard 
that was issued August 3 by the Department of 
Defense is amplified, from the Army point of 
view, by the following release issued August 
29 by the Department of the Army. 


Instructions on the procedure to 
be followed by individual National 
Guardsmen and members of the Or- 

anized Reserve Corps who are eligi- 

le for delays in their orders to active 
duty have been issued by the Depart- 
ment of the Army. 

The Army said all delays will be 
determined on an individual basis, 
and will be granted for periods up to 
six months. Only in exceptional cases 
will more than one six-month delay 
be granted. 

Members of the National Guard of 
the United States, and the Organized 
Reserve Corps who are eligible for de- 
lay must be in one of the following 
categories: 

A. Those employed or engaged in 
critical civilian occupations and essen- 
tial activities. 


B. Those occupying critical key 
managerial jobs in industry or key 
positions in governmental agencies. 

C. Those enrolled in educational in- 
stitutions or en in research and 
scientific activities. 


D. Those requesting delay for com- 
passionate reasons. 

Individuals in the above categories 
who are ordered to active duty nor- 
mally will have approximately 21 days 
in which to settle private affairs. 
Therefore, the Army said, those who 
feel they should be granted delays 
should submit their applications im- 
mediately on receipt of orders if the 
delays are to be acted on before the 
21-day period expires. 

The individual seeking a * may 
himself apply or both he and his em- 
ployer — request the delay in the 
call to active duty from the Adjutant 
General of the state concerned if he 
is a member of the National Guard, 
or from the Milita District com- 
mander concerned if he is in the Or- 
ganized Reserve Corps. Detailed in- 
formation on those eligible for dela 
is available at the offices of the Ad- 
jutants General and the Military Dis- 
trict commanders for those who are 
uncertain of their status. 

for delay, at present, 
may made in the form of a letter 
by the individual — his reason 
for delay an giving his 
present job description. he letter 
should be indorsed by the individual’s 
employer or by the head of his educa- 
tional institution if he is a student. 
Forms for this purpose will be avail- 


able at Military Districts and in the 
es of Adjutants General by Sep- 
tember 1, 1950. 

After applications have been made, 
determination of whether or not de- 
lays are justified will be made by the 
Adjutants General of the states con- 
cerned for National Guardsmen and 
by Military District commanders for 
members of the Organized Reserve 
Corps. In the event an individual 
wishes to appeal a decision, he may 
submit his appeal through the same 
offices for forwarding to higher head- 
quarters of the components concerned. 

Unless an individual uest for 
delay has been approved, the appli- 
cant will report to his duty station as 


ordered. 
If a delay is authorized after an 
individual has entered on military 


duty, as in the case of an . — he 
may take steps to be relieved and re- 
turned to civilian life for the period 
specified in the approval for delay. 
In such cases, relief from active duty 
will be for the convenience of the 
Government and at the expense of the 
Government. 

Individuals who are authorized de- 
lays become available for assignment 
to active duty at the end of the periods 
authorized in their delays. epend- 
ing on the needs of the military serv- 
ice at the end of the periods of delay, 
individuals will be required to carry 
out the original orders to active duty 
for a period of 21 months, or as pre- 
conten te their orders. They will be 
subject to quotas from the Military 


Districts in which they were granted 
delays. 

In order to speed up the entire 
delay procedure, the Army has au- 
thorized individual members of the 
Organized Reserve Corps to communi- 
cate directly with the Military Dis- 
trict commanders instead of going 
through normal administrative chan- 
nels. Replies to individuals also will 
be made directly. 

A member of a National Guard 
unit will submit his application to 
his unit commander, who will immedi- 
ately forward it with all pertinent 
records directly to the State Adjutant 
General concerned. 


STATISTICS 


1950 Cranberry Production 


Cranberry production for 1950 is 
forecast at 969,000 barrels by the 
Crop Reporting Board of the USDA. 
The crop in prospect is of record size 
and is 15 percent above last year but 
only slightly above the previous record 
in 1948 of 967,000 barrels. Every 
state is above last year except Wash- 
ington, which is down 5 percent. 


Poultry Canned in July 


The quantity of poultry canned or 
used in canning during July totaled 
10,296,000 pounds, practically the 
same as the quantity used during July 
last year, according to the Bureau of 
Agricultural Economics. 
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